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ISLAM INSIDE
AMERICA
Louis Farrakhan, president of the Nation of Islam headquartered in Chicago, has done it again.
This time he has attracted the wrath of editorial
writers and political and religious leaders for failing for over two months to repudiate the
hate-filled remarks against Jews, Catholics, and
white South Africans delivered by one of his top
assistants, Khalid Abdul Muhammad.
Throughout the public airing of this controversy, one theme dominated the popular press the Nation of Islam is a radical voice that is unrepresentative of the Muslim religion.
The January 27, 1994 issue of USA TODAY
was typical. On the front page appeared an article with the headline, 'There is no one kind of
Muslim.' The report was written to persuade the
reader that the growing Islamic community posed
no threat to the peaceful coexistence of diverse
racial and religious groups in the nation.
Featured in the article were Muslims calling
attention to their "conservative" positions on the
social issues, standing against drugs, abortion,
premarital sex, homosexuality, and divorce.
Emphasized also were Muslim contributions to
the professions, especially medicine, and to business, with reassurances that most Muslims embrace the American values of freedom of speech
and hard work.
On page 2, USA TODAY addressed the Far-

rakhan flap with a story reporting that "mainstream Muslim groups" had joined other black
leaders to express their dismay and unhappiness
over Farrakhan and his followers. While all of
those interviewed were quoted as urging Farrakhan to reject the November remarks, none urged
that Farrakhan abandon the underlying beliefs
embraced by the Nation of Islam that led to the
vitriolic attacks on Jews, Catholics, and white
South Africans.
For example, New Jersey cleric Imam
Heshaam Jaaber, a spokesman of an orthodox Islamic group, stated that "in our religion, we're
not allowed to make anti-Semitic remarks." Ihsan Bagby of the Los Angeles Islamic Resource
Institute added: "This type of language is so
counterproductive. It turns everyone off." And
Abd-Allah Adesanya, a Brooklyn N.Y. imam
spoke out that Khalid Abdul Muhammad's "was
not the language used by Muslims who follow the
teachings of the Koran."
Farrakhan, himself, followed this same pattern
of distancing himself from his assistant's words,
but not from his beliefs. As the February 5
Broward County (Florida) Sun-Sentinel put it,
Farrakhan chastised his spokesman, and at the
same time stood "by the truths that he spoke."
While the Sun-Sentinel editorial faulted Farrakhan for not acting more swiftly and decisively
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against the fiery lieutenant who sparked this latest brouhaha, the writer left the reader with the
distinct impression that Farrakhan and his followers are not true followers of the prophet, Muhammad, the founder of Islam. This is a mistake
and one that should not be overlooked.
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to some Blacks in the inner cities, precisely because it is a religion that legitimates the natural
feeling of hatred towards those who have
wronged them. By speaking out against Jews and
against whites, Farrakhan and his followers are
simply putting into practice a fundamental tenet
of the Islamic faith.

A REUGION OF VENGEANCE
First, such radical activities reflect the Islamic
A RELIGION OF THE SWORD
view that one does not return good for evil, but
But the hatred towards Jews and Catholics runs
evil for evil. "And one who attacketh you, at- deeper than just personal revenge and retaliation.
tack him in like manner as he attacked Islam has no room for freedom of religion beyou"(Qur'an 2:194), so it is recorded that Mu- cause it is a religion of the sword, not the spirit,
hammad taught his followers.
and unites church and state under one earthly
As historian, Will Durant, has put it, "the Ko- ruler.
ran made no pretense at returning good for evil."
"Islamic influence permeates Arab society beW. Durant, The Age of Faith, 183 (1950). Per- cause the realms of God and Caesar are neither
sonal vengeance and retaliation are fundamental divided nor delineated in it as they are in Christito Islamic justice. For example, a convicted anity," writes Mansour Khalid in his essay, The
thief must lose his hand, not because such a loss Sociocultural Determinants of Arab Diplomacy
is commensurate to the harm caused and the (See Arab and American Cultures, edited by
blameworthiness And
. 1tA.e
N. Ati.1 _ manner George
one wbo attacketh you, attack him m
h)
of the act, but to
h
ked
ye ·
satisfy "the subas e attac
you.
Without freejective... harm
dom of religion,
Qur'an 2:194
the first freedom
that the injured
party received."
m the
First
D. Forte, "Islamic Law and the Crime of Theft," Amendment to the United States Constitution,
34 Cleveland L. Rev. 47, 52 (1985-86).
there is no freedom of speech to criticize the civil
In contrast, the Christian ethic leaves "venge- ruler, for criticism of the ruler of an Islamic naance" to God. As the Apostle Paul wrote in the tion is tantamount to apostasy. As Joseph Kickatwelfth chapter of Romans, this individual ethic sola, professor of public policy at Regent Univerhas deep roots in the Old Testament command to sity, has recently observed, criticism of the
love one's enemy and thereby make space for 1990-91 Gulf War in Saudi Arabia was punishGod to vindicate the wrong that one has suffered able by death. Kickasola, "Kissing the Son: The
(Romans 12: 19-21).
Tragedy of the Conscience, the Crescent, and the
While God established the civil ruler to "bear Cross," 136 The Christian Statesman 3, 9
the sword" against evildoers (Romans 13:4), (July/August 1993). And Saudi Arabia is a modChrist cautioned against going to the civil courts erate Islamic nation!
for justice, especially if one's heart was not right
This doctrine of hegemony of religion and
State is rooted in the early failure of Muhammad
toward one's adversary (Matt. 5:38-48).
Such tempering of the use of civil power is to win converts to Islam through persuasion. The
foreign to Islam. Consequently, Islamic commu- "jihad" or holy war is waged to bring all nations
nities and nations have historically been at war into submission to Allah through the apostle, Mueven with each other, especially in the Arab hammad. Unbelievers, by definition, are guilty
world where personal vengeance and retaliation of the crime of unbelief which is punishable by
are a way of life.
death or slavery. Permission for unbelievers to
In America, Islam may have a special appeal remain alive or free in an Islamic state is pur-
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chased. But this is only a temporary accomoda- Thus, the five pillars of Islam - confessing with
tion, revocable at will by the State. Id., at 6, 8.
the mouth that there is only one God, Allah, and
Today, Muslims take advantage of the relig- that Muhammad is his prophet, praying five
ious freedoms offered in the West to establish Is- times a day, fasting during Ramadan, giving to
lamic communities, knowing full well that such a charity, and making a pilgrimage to Mecca at
privilege would be denied to other religions in an least once in one's lifetime - are concerned with
Islamic State. They do this without compunction the outward man, not with the heart.
While Islam is
because there is
~------------------------------------------~
currently enjoyno natural law
Today, Muslims take advantage of the religious freedoms
success
binding
upon offered in the West to establish Islamic communities, knowing mg
them, only the full well that such a privilege would be denied to other religions amongst Blacks
positive law of
in the inner citin an Islamic State.
the State, which '---------------------------------------------' ies, this success
itself is subject to rejection in the pursuit of will not last long because the strict moral code
higher Islamic goals.
currently promoted cannot produce the desired
behavior. While some men will be able to stay
married to one wife, for example, it will not be
A RELIGION OF APPEARANCES
As Professor Kickasola has pointed out, Islam long before Muslim men find it expedient to folhas self-consciously rejected natural law, because low the teaching of Muhammad that it is permissuch law would limit the omnipotence of Allah, sible to have up to four wives. And there are
which is by definition, impossible. How can Al- other temptations that will overpower even the
lah be all-powerful if there is a natural law in the most dedicated Muslim whose heart remains ununiverse limiting Him? In order to escape this touched by the Holy Spirit.
The real threat of Islam in America in the fudilemma, Islam has posited a world that "is being
created as it happens" free from any transcendant ture, then, is not the terrorist activities of the
Arab fanatics nor the racist remarks of the Black
legal norms.
This world view allows Islamic leaders to de- Muslim radicals, as serious as those activities are
ceive without fear of violating any law prohibit- to peace and freedom now. Rather, the real
ing the bearing of false witness, for there can be threat of Islam in America is its growing political
and social influence in the Black community as it
no truth or falsity in a world that is becoming.
So language is not designed to communicate attracts young men and women who have never
reality, but is available to accomplish whatever been introduced to true Christianity as the way,
goals that the speaker desires to achieve. Thus, the truth, and the life.
the Muslim leaders criticize Farrakhan and his
There is reason to be encouraged, on the other
followers for choosing incendiary language hand, as there is a resurgence of the power of the
against Jews and Catholics not because it is un- Holy Spirit in the inner cities of America with a
true, but because it is inexpedient for advancing new generation of Black pastors being raised up
Islam in America at this time.
by God for such a time as this. And one must alJesus Christ warned that one should not judge ways remember that the power of the Spirit is,
by appearances, but to make righteous judgment and has always been, more powerful than the
(John 7:24). Islam is a religion of appearances. sword.D

SOCIALIZED MEDICINE
{Part 1 of a 3-Part Series.}
On January 25, 1994, in his State of the Union address, President Clinton renewed his pledge to
secure health care coverage for all Americans. He promised to veto any legislation that did not
provide for universal coverage.
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The purpose of this three-part series is to offer
clearly indicated that he believes that Congress principled opposition to the Clinton plan. Part 1
will enact into law in 1994 some kind of health will reveal that the Clinton plan is on a collision
care program. While there are a few who course with itself. Part 2 will demonstrate that
predict that no legislation will pass this year, the plan contradicts the unalienable rights of the
most, including many opponents of the Clinton people as guaranteed in the nation's charter, the
plan, believe that Congress will enact a Declaration of Independence.
Part 3 will
comprehensive health care package with establish that the plan violates the U.S.
universal coverage as its centerpiece, most likely Constitution, including the 13th Amendment's
phased in over time. {See "The Health Care prohibition against involuntary servitude.
Outlook for 1994: A Range of Forecasts," The
Back in September 22, 1993, President Clinton
New York Times .-----------------------------,unveiled before
(Monday,
7he Clinton plan does not guarantee any substantive right a joint session of
January
3,
to health care or to any specific quality of care.
Congress
the
1994)}
basic features of
While
there L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' the
Health
has been some slippage in support of the Clinton Security Act, as devised by the special White
proposal (E.g., the U.S. Chamber of Commerce House team headed up by the First Lady. In that
and the Busiiness Roundtable have finally come speech, and in subsequent publications urging
out in opposition), it continues to enjoy passage of the proposed act, the President
Despite a proclaimed that the Act "is grounded in six basic
significant support in the polls.
number of devastating critiques - including one principles: security, simplicity, savings, quality,
in the liberal news magazine, The New Republic choice, and responsibility." Health Security, The
(February 7, 1994), by Elizabeth McCaughey of President's Report to the American People (Oct.
the Manhattan Institute, the Clintons are a 1993).
formidable team, as already proved in the Tax
SECURITY AND QUALITY
and NAFTA victories in 1993.
"Health Care that can never be taken away,
Both Clintons took their proposal directly to
the American people the first week of February. health care that is always there" - President
On Friday, February 4, the First Lady and Clinton struck this theme both in his Fall 1993
former Surgeon General, C. Everett Koop, were address to Congress and in his January State of
pushing for universal coverage in Philadelphia. the Union message. The Clinton plan does not,
The next day, the major media featured however, guarantee any substantive right to
photographs of Mrs. Clinton and Dr. Koop along health care or to any specific quality of care.
side young cancer patients at the Children's
Even the President has admitted that his plan
Hospital. Such events are clearly calculated to guarantees only "a comprehensive package of
pull the heart strings of America.
insurance benefits."
But the image that he
With publicity like this, and more coming, it created in the minds of the American people
would be a serious mistake to underestimate the when he held aloft the mocked-up Health
Clintons' winning Congressional support for Security Card was that of the average person
their plan. This is especially true when the most driving up to the automated teller machine at his
visible opposition in both houses has conceded bank, inserting his plastic card, and receiving 15
the need for a national health plan by offering crisp $20 bills after punching in his code number
watered-down versions of the Clinton proposal. and the $300.00 cash that he desired.
There is great need, therefore, to go directly to
By requiring that all Americans be provided
the American people and their representatives with a minimum comprehensive package of
with an appeal to oppose national socialized health insurance benefits, however, a more
medicine in principle.
accurate image would have been to picture the
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average person inserting his bank card into the edition of the Wall Street Journal that
(t)here will come a day when you'll be wheeled
auto-teller only to find that when he punched in
in for a heart bypass operation and the surgeon
$300.00, the machine dispensed only $275.
It is elementary economics that when one will be the same fellow who's now behind the
increases the demand for a product or a service counter when you renew your car registration at
without increasing the supply, that there will be the Department of Motor Vehicles.
less product or service available to each
individual consumer.
CHOICE AND RESJ>QNSffiiLITY
If there is less available to the individual
"We propose to give every American a choice
consumer within the legally recognized market, - if you don't like one of the three basic plans,
then those consumers who want to spend more each year you will have the chance to choose a
money than the system allows will seek to satisfy new one. Doctors, too, will have a choice of
their demand outside the system.
which plan they practice in."
Not surprisingly, the Clinton health plan
So the President has assured the American
includes stiff penalties for such consumers and people that he is pro-choice when it comes to
their health providers. As columnist George health care, just as he is pro-choice when it
has.---------------------------------------------.comes
to
Will
concluded after
I. .. don't know why I'm supposed to take health advice
abortion. As for
reading
the
from a man with an obsession with french fries, ... the
abortion,
the
jogging pace of a beached sea lion, and the sleep habits of a President
has
McCaughey
study published
teenage slumber party.
made it clear
New
that he would
in
the
not
force
Republic:
a
P. J. O'Rourke
to
ft wouM be~------------------------------------------~woman
illegal for doctors to accept nwney directly from choose an abortion.
patients, and there wouM be 15-year jail terms
It is not so with health care. Everyone is
for people driven to bribery for care they feel required to choose from among the plans
they need but the government does not deem approved by the government's regional health
"necessary. "Newsweek, p. 64 Feb. 7 , 1994.Such alliances. No one may opt out. This is so
a new federal crime would be unnecessary if the because tops on the President's list of
Clinton plan did not anticipate a rationing of irresponsible behavior are those who are not
health care under the new system.
buying "adequate insurance," thereby passing
Not only will there be rationing, and with costs off to others by postponing needed health
rationing a lower quality of health care, but care until forced into the most expensive option,
delivery of health care, unlike delivery of money the hospital emergency room.
at a teller machine, requires careful monitoring
Moreover, everyone must choose only from
to insure quality control.
among the health insurance plans approved by the
The Clinton plan recognizes this by requiring government, thereby putting to an end the
report cards on health plans and by imposing so-called "unscrupulous" practice of insurance
government standards of quality on health care companies that base their premiums on an
providers. Given the government's record of assessment of the insured's health risks. Under
quality control in the postal service and in the the Clinton plan, Americans who do not smoke
arts, to name just two, the American people have tobacco and do not drink alcohol or abuse drugs
ample evidence of the kind of medical care that will be forced to pay higher premiums in order to
will be delivered under the Clinton plan.
lower the premiums paid by those who do.
This sorry record of government quality
But the Clintons have reassured the American
controlled American humorist, P.J. O'Rourke to people that they will raise taxes on tabacco not
write in the Thursday, September 23, 1993 only to encourage less smoking, but to subsidize
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those whose insurance premiums go up. They
have also embarked on a strong anti-gun
campaign to reduce the health costs caused by
violent crime. And they have made sure that the
new insurance coverage will include a variety of
preventive programs, thereby encouraging
people to practice better health habits.
The bottom line in the Clinton plan is to deny
altogether any economic choice and to make less
attractive some moral choices, but to give even
wider berth for a number of other moral choices,
including sexual promiscuity and drugs. Only
tobacco and guns were on the President's list of
moral no-noes in his September address; there
was nary a word about promiscuous sex and its
connection to AIDS and to the general crisis of
sexually transmitted diseases in America.
The double standard of the Clintons' world of
choice and responsibility was adroitly captured
by P.J. O'Rourke in the Wall Street Journal:
I. .. don't know why I'm supposed to take health
advice from a man with an obsession with french
fries, ... the jogging pace of a beached sea
lion,and the sleep habits of a teenage slumber
party.
SlMPLICITY AND SAVINGS
"A hospital ought to be a house of healing, not
a monument to paperwork and bureaucracy,"
intoned the President in his September 1993
remarks. Here the President invoked the image
of Jesus coming into the temple, and driving out
the money changers, so that his Father's house
would once again be a house of prayer instead of
a den of thieves (Luke 19:4-5).
Like Jesus, Clinton is driving out of the
hospital the "unscrupulous" insurance company,
the "fraudulent" doctor, and the "frivolous"
lawyer - those health care "fiends" who are
driving up costs. Unlike Jesus, however, he is
replacing this chaotic den of "robber barons"

with a government-licensed and regulated
oligarchy that will inevitably drive costs even
higher than ever before.
Clinton has promised that after he cleans house
there will be only one health security card and
one standard insurance form to replace the
hundreds that exist today. But will efficiency,
accompanied by cost savings, necessarily result?
One need only look at the Internal Revenue
Service, the one national tax collector, and its
proliferation of forms, instruction booklets, and
unresponsive staff for the answer to this question.
Clinton has also promised that the proposed
health security system will increase competition
by "forcing" health plans to compete.
But
competition is allowed only on terms dictated by
the government, and only if the insurance
companies insure all applicants no matter what
the health risk.
With universal access to insurance, premiums
will rise. To counter this, the Clinton proposal
limits insurance premium increases. To protect
small businesses unable to pay even these
premiums, the Clintons have promised subsidies.
Now, how will all of this be administered?
Through a number of new regional health
alliances, supervised by the new National Health
Board and managed by the new National Quality
Management Council. Simple, practical, and
cost efficient?
As P.J. O'Rourke observed the day after the
President's speech in September 1993:
We ... can be certain of some facts about the
health-care reform plan. It won't work. No
government proposal more complicated than
"This note is legal tender for all debts, public
and private" ever works. And [even] that doesn't
work.D
(To be continued.)

THE FIRST AMENDMENT: NO LAW
"Congress shall make no law .... " With these words, James Madison and his Congressional
colleagues opened the First Amendment with a specific command denying to themselves the power
to enact legislation"respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof

The Forecast- February 15, 1994

7

or abridging the freedom of speech or of the insisted on adding a bill of rights to the new
press; or the right of the people peaceably to constitution [The Bill of Rights: Its Structure p.S
assemble, and to petition the Government for a (The Forecast, Dec. 1, 1993)]. His views did
influence the text of the Bill of Rights that
redress of grievances."
Madison's initial proposal to Congress would emerged from the First Congress.
have placed these prohibitions on Congress
Congress did not key the several amendments
inside Article I, Section 9 of the original to specific texts of the Constitution, as Madison
constitutional text along side other limitations on originally proposed, nevertheless, it inserted the
Congressional power that had already been phrase, "Congress shall make no law," in order
specified. Sources of Our Liberties 422 (R. to preserve the directive contained in Madison's
Perry, ed. 1978).
original proposal.
Furthermore, Congress
concurred with
Madison's effort to integrate these new limits
Madison's original draft which included a
tracked the concerns that had
been
expressed
by
his r-----------------------~ statement that the naming of
Federalist Papers colleague,
certain individual rights should
Alexander Hamilton, who had
not be construed as an implied
urged that the people not adopt
grant of power to Congress.
a Bill of Rights for the United
Thus, they penned the Tenth
States Constitution.
Amendment to allay the
Hamilton claimed that by
concerns
expressed
by
adopting a Bill of Rights, such
Hamilton in the Federalist
a bill would necessarily contain
Papers:
The powers not delegated to
"exceptions to powers not
granted; and, on this very
the United States by the
account,
would afford a
Constitution, nor prohibited by
colorable pretext to claim more
it to the States, are reserved to
than were granted:"
the States respectively or to the
For why declare that things
Alexander Hamilton
people.
Because
the
First
shall not be done which there
is no power to do? Why, for instance, should it Amendment is specifically addressed to
be said that the liberty of the press shall not be Congress, it forbids the exercise of legislative
restrained, when no power is given by which power, not the exercise of executive or judicial
power. It was written in this manner because it
restrictions may be imposed. Federalist No. 84.
Hamilton did not contend that such a limit on was addressed to a government of enumerated,
power would by implication "confer a regulating not plenary, power. If Congress had no authority
power." He warned, however, "that it would in the areas specified, then neither did the
furnish to men disposed to usurp a plausible President nor the Courts.
pretence for claiming that power." Hamilton
The key, then, to effective enforcement of the
concluded his plea opposing "the indulgence of prohibitions is to prevent the enactment of any
an injudicious zeal for bills of rights," asserting law that infringes in a constitutionally
that every substantive right named in such a bill impermissible way upon the rights specified.
could provide "numerous handles ... (for) the
If there was no statute "abridging the freedom
doctrine of constructive powers," thereby of speech," for example, then there was no
destroying the very limitations placed upon the authority for the executive to act, because there
national government as a government of was no federal "common law" authority in the
enumerated powers. Federalist No. 84.
executive of a government with only enumerated
Hamilton's plea did not prevail in the state powers. D
constitutional conventions, which one by one
(To be continued)
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TRUTH AND WORWVIEW

By Clifford W. Kelly, Ph.D.
My entire life has been a sometimes serious,
sometimes funny, and too many times tragically
misled search for truth. An academic, I have always been fascinated with ideas. I have discovered four Great Ideas - or worldview systems.
Each defines truth in very different ways, which
I, unfortunately, found out first hand.
My first adventure was to try to live in the
world of Deism. During the 1950's and 1960's I
believed that God was "up there" somewhere,
but not involved in what any of us were doing.
He might be reachable in times of crisis, but He
ever remained the obscure, silent, and impersonal Prime Mover, or First Cause.
Even so, I did okay, because I lmew, at least,
that God exists and that He created all this stuff.
Thus, there was a measure of truth upon which I
could base my life and understanding.
That was enough to get by - until I went to college. I entered California State College at Long
Beach a deist, but I left there a functional atheist.
That is because I studied hard to enter the world
of Naturalism. In this system truth becomes
whatever you would like it to be. As a young
man in his 20's that was just what I wanted to
hear. But I soon discovered the dark side of
naturalism, the terrains of existential and even nihilist despair, alcoholism, and an endless series
of questions that just hung there, unanswered.
So next I tried to escape by trying a "little"
Mysticism. I say "little" because I could never
quite figure out what these guys were selling.
Later I learned that they didn't lmow either.
In Mysticism "god" is this Life-Force or
maybe Dark-Force (or perhaps both) that I was
supposed to hook into or meld with or something. Through drugs, meditation, watching
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whales, or a combination of all three it was
promised that I would emerge as some kind of
"god" guy.
If I expressed fear that something might go
wrong, I was reassured that I could rotate out
(i.e., "die") and return as a fly or a frog or even
a person agam.
By this account, truth is Maya, or illusion, as
is everything, but "god" - who remains undefined
and is undefinable. Happy place? No, scary for
there were some demonic powers just itching to
meld with me.
These trial runs at truth led me, in October 30,
1979, over a slope that I never saw coming. All
of a sudden nothing meant anything. Nothing
mattered; no one cared. There was only untruth
as I planned suicide.
At 10 A.M., however, Truth broke through. I
stumbled into the Lincoln Neighborhood Church
in Stockton, California and poured my heart out
to the pastor and, then, through prayer, out to
God. When Truth came, it came in the fullness
of the person of Jesus Christ, for He is "the way,
the truth, and the life." No one can come to the
Father of truth, except through Him (John 14:6).
The word for truth here is aletheia, which Bible scholar Spiros Zodhiates defines as "the unveiled reality lying at the basis of and agreeing
with an appearance; the manifested, the veritable
essence of [a] matter" {The Hebrew Greek Study
Bible, 1802 (AMG Publishers 1990)}.
Truth, therefore, will always correspond to the
reality of Christ - His creation, His precepts, His
thoughts, His words (all of them), and even His
motives {D.M. Armstrong, Belief, Truth, and
Knowledge 113 (Camb. U. Press 1973)}.
And so I came home to certainty. And home I
remain for abiding in the Word of God is the sure
key to knowledge of the truth, and there is no
other (John 8:31-32). 0
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