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Constitution of Virginia
June 12, 1776
BILL OF RIGHTS
A declaration of rights made by the representatives of the good people of Virginia, assembled
in full and free convention; which rights do pertain to them and their posterity, as the basis and
foundation of government.
SECTION 1. That all men are by nature equally free and independent, and have certain inherent
rights, of which, when they enter into a state of society, they cannot, by any compact, deprive or
divest their posterity; namely, the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means of acquiring and
possessing property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety.
SEC. 2. That all power is vested in, and consequently derived from, the people; that magistrates
are their trustees and servants, and at all times amenable to them.
SEC. 3. That government is, or ought to be, instituted for the common benefit, protection, and
security of the people, nation, or community; of all the various modes and forms of government, that
is best which is capable of producing the greatest degree of happiness and safety, and is most
effectually secured against the danger of maladministration; and that, when any government shall
be found inadequate or contrary to these purposes, a majority of the community hath an indubitable,
inalienable, and indefeasible right to reform, alter, or abolish it, in such manner as shall be judged
most conducive to the public weal.
SEC. 4. That no man, or set of men, are entitled to exclusive or separate emoluments or
privileges from the community, but in consideration of public services; which, not being
descendible, neither ought the offices of magistrate, legislator, or judge to be hereditary.
SEC. 5. That the legislative and executive powers of the State should be separate and distinct
from the judiciary; and that the members of the two first may be restrained from oppression, by
feeling and participating the burdens of the people, they should, at fixed periods, be reduced to a
private station, return into that body from which they were originally taken, and the vacancies be
supplied by frequent, certain, and regular elections, in which all, or any part of the former members,
to be again eligible, or ineligible, as the laws shall direct.
SEC. 6. That elections of members to serve as representatives of the people, in assembly, ought
to be free; and that all men, having sufficient evidence of permanent common interest with and
attachment to, the community, have the right of suffrage, and cannot be taxed or deprived of their
property for public uses, without their own consent, or that of their representatives so elected, nor
bound by any law to which they have not, in like manner, assembled, for the public good.
SEC. 7. That all power of suspending laws, or the execution of laws, by any authority, without
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consent of the representatives of the people, is injurious to their rights, and ought not to be exercised.
SEC. 8. That in all capital or criminal prosecutions a man hath a right to demand the cause and
nature of his accusation, to be confronted with the accusers and witnesses, to call for evidence in his
favor, and to a speedy trial by an impartial jury of twelve men of his vicinage, without whose
unanimous consent he cannot be found guilty; nor can he be compelled to give evidence against
himself; that no man be deprived of his liberty, except by the law of the land or the judgment of his
peers.
SEC. 9. That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and
unusual punishments inflicted.
SEC. 10. That general warrants, whereby an officer or messenger may be commanded to search
suspected places without evidence of a fact committed, or to seize any person or persons not named,
or whose offence is not particularly described and supported by evidence, are grievous and
oppressive, and ought not to be granted.
SEC. 11. That in controversies respecting property, and in suits between man and man, the
ancient trial by jury is preferable to any other, and ought to be held sacred
SEC. 12. That the freedom of the press is one of the great bulwarks of liberty, and can never be
restrained but by despotic governments.
SEC. 13. That a well-regulated militia, composed of the body of the people, trained to arms, is
the proper, natural, and safe defence of a free State; that standing armies, in time of peace, should
be avoided, as dangerous to liberty; and that in all cases the military should be under strict
subordination to, and governed by, the civil power.
SEC. 14. That the people have a right to uniform government; and, therefore, that no
government separate from, or independent of the government of Virginia, ought to be erected or
established within the limits thereof.
SEC. 15. That no free government, or the blessings of liberty, can be preserved to any people,
but by a firm adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, frugality, and virtue, and by frequent
recurrence to fundamental principles.
SEC. 16. That religion, or the duty which we owe to our Creator, and the manner of discharging
it, can be directed only by reason and conviction, not by force or violence; and therefore all men are
equally entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to the dictates of conscience; and that it
is the mutual duty of all to practise Christian forbearance love, and charity towards each other.

EARLY U.S. STATE DOCUMENTS

Page 3

Constitution of Pennsylvania
August 16, 1776
WHEREAS all government ought to be instituted and supported for the security and protection
of the community as such, and to enable the individuals who compose it to enjoy their natural rights,
and the other blessings which the Author of existence has bestowed upon man; and whenever these
great ends of government are not obtained, the people have a right, by common consent to change
it, and take such measures as to them may appear necessary to promote their safety and happiness.
AND WHEREAS the inhabitants of this commonwealth have in consideration of protection only,
heretofore acknowledged allegiance to the king of Great Britain; and the said king has not only
withdrawn that protection, but commenced, and still continues to carry on, with unabated vengeance,
a most cruel and unjust war against them, employing therein, not only the troops of Great Britain,
but foreign mercenaries, savages and slaves, for the avowed purpose of reducing them to a total and
abject submission to the despotic domination of the British parliament, with many other acts of
tyranny, (more fully set forth in the declaration of Congress) whereby all allegiance and fealty to
the said king and his successors, are dissolved and at an end, and all power and authority derived
from him ceased in these colonies. AND WHEREAS it is absolutely necessary for the welfare and
safety of the inhabitants of said colonies, that they be henceforth free and independent States, and
that just, permanent, and proper forms of government exist in every part of them, derived from and
founded on the authority of the people only, agreeable to the directions of the honourable American
Congress. We, the representatives of the freemen of Pennsylvania, in general convention met, for
the express purpose of framing such a government, confessing the goodness of the great Governor
of the universe (who alone knows to what degree of earthly happiness mankind may attain, by
perfecting the arts of government) in permitting the people of this State, by common consent, and
without violence, deliberately to form for themselves such just rules as they shall think best, for
governing their future society; and being fully convinced, that it is our indispensable duty to
establish such original principles of government, as will best promote the general happiness of the
people of this State, and their posterity, and provide for future improvements, without partiality for,
or prejudice against any particular class, sect, or denomination of men whatever, do, by virtue of the
authority vested in us by our constituents, ordain, declare, and establish, the following Declaration
of Rights and Frame of Government, to be the CONSTITUTION of this commonwealth, and to
remain in force therein for ever, unaltered, except in such articles as shall hereafter on experience
be found to require improvement, and which shall by the same authority of the people, fairly
delegated as this frame of government directs, be amended or improved for the more effectual
obtaining and securing the great end and design of all government, herein before mentioned.
A DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE INHABITANTS OF
THE COMMONWEALTH, OR STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA
I. That all men are born equally free and independent, and have certain natural, inherent and
inalienable rights, amongst which are, the enjoying and defending life and liberty, acquiring,
possessing and protecting property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety.
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II. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Almighty God according to the
dictates of their own consciences and understanding: And that no man ought or of right can be
compelled to attend any religious worship, or erect or support any place of worship, or maintain any
ministry, contrary to, or against, his own free will and consent: Nor can any man, who acknowledges
the being of a God, be justly deprived or abridged of any civil right as a citizen, on account of his
religious sentiments or peculiar mode of religious worship: And that no authority can or ought to
be vested in, or assumed by any power whatever, that shall in any case interfere with, or in any
manner controul, the right of conscience in the free exercise of religious worship.
III. That the people of this State have the sole, exclusive and inherent right of governing and
regulating the internal police of the same.
IV. That all power being originally inherent in, and consequently derived from, the people;
therefore all officers of government, whether legislative or executive, are their trustees and servants
and at all times accountable to them.
V. That government is, or ought to be, instituted for the common benefit, protection and security
of the people nation or community; and not for the particular emolument or advantage of any single
man, family, or sett of men, who are a part only of that community; And that the community hath
an indubitable, unalienable and indefeasible right to reform, alter, or abolish government in such
manner as shall be by that community judged most conducive to the public weal.
VI. That those who are employed in the legislative and executive business of the State, may he
restrained from oppression, the people have a right, at such periods as they may think proper, to
reduce their public officers to a private station, and supply the vacancies by certain and regular
elections.
VII. That all elections ought to be free; and that all free men having a sufficient evident common
interest with, and attachment to the community, have a right to elect officers, or to be elected into
office.
VIII. That every member of society hath a right to be protected in the enjoyment of life, liberty
and property, and therefore is bound to contribute his proportion towards the expence of that
protection, and yield his personal service when necessary, or an equivalent thereto: But no part of
a man's property can be justly taken from him, or applied to public uses, without his own consent,
or that of his legal representatives: Nor can any man who is conscientiously scrupulous of bearing
arms, be justly compelled thereto, if he will pay such equivalent, nor are the people bound by any
laws, but such as they have in like manner assented to, for their common good.
IX. That in all prosecutions for criminal offences, a man hath a right to be heard by himself and
his council, to demand the cause and nature of his accusation, to be confronted with the witnesses,
to call for evidence in his favour, and a speedy public trial, by an impartial jury of the country,
without the unanimous consent of which jury he cannot be found guilty; nor can he be compelled
to give evidence against himself; nor can any man be justly deprived of his liberty except by the
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laws of the land, or the judgment of his peers.
X. That the people have a right to hold themselves, their houses, papers, and possessions free
from search and seizure, and therefore warrants without oaths or affirmations first made, affording
a sufficient foundation for them, and whereby any officer or messenger may be commanded or
required to search suspected places, or to seize any person or persons, his or their property, not
particularly described, are contrary to that right, and ought not to be granted.
XI. That in controversies respecting property, and in suits between man and man, the parties
have a right to trial by jury, which ought to be held sacred.
XII. That the people have a right to freedom of speech, and of writing, and publishing their
sentiments; therefore the freedom of the press ought not to be restrained.
XIII. That the people have a right to bear arms for the defence of themselves and the state; and
as standing armies in the time of peace are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept up; And
that the military should be kept under strict subordination to, and governed by, the civil power.
XIV. That a frequent recurrence to fundamental principles, and a firm adherence to justice,
moderation, temperance, industry, and frugality are absolutely necessary to preserve the blessings
of liberty, and keep a government free: The people ought therefore to pay particular attention to
these points in the choice of officers and representatives, and have a right to exact a due and constant
regard to them, from their legislatures and magistrates, in the making and executing such laws as
are necessary for the good government of the state.
XV. That all men have a natural inherent right to emigrate from one state to another that will
receive them, or to form a new state in vacant countries, or in such countries as they can purchase,
whenever they think that thereby they may promote their own happiness.
XVI. That the people have a right to assemble together, to consult for their common good, to
instruct their representatives, and to apply to the legislature for redress of grievances, by address,
petition, or remonstrance.
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Delaware Declaration of Rights
September 11, 1776
A Declaration of Rights and Fundamental Rules of the Delaware State, formerly stiled, The
Government of the counties of New-Castle, Kent and Sussex, upon Delaware.
SECTION 1. That all government of right originates from the people, is founded in compact
only, and instituted solely for the good of the whole.
SECT. 2. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Almighty God according
to the dictates of their own consciences and understandings; and that no man ought or of right can
be compelled to attend any religious worship or maintain any ministry contrary to or against his own
free will and consent, and that no authority can or ought to be vested in, or assumed by any power
whatever that shall in any case interfere with, or in any manner controul the right of conscience in
the free exercise of religious worship.
SECT. 3. That all persons professing the Christian religion ought forever to enjoy equal rights
and privileges in this state, unless, under colour of religion, any man disturb the peace, the happiness
or safety of society.
SECT. 4. That people of this state have the sole exclusive and inherent right of governing and
regulating the internal police of the same.
SECT. 5. That persons intrusted with the Legislative and Executive Powers are the Trustees and
Servants of the public, and as such accountable for their conduct; wherefore whenever the ends of
government are perverted, and public liberty manifestly endangered by the Legislative singly, or a
treacherous combination of both, the people may, and of right ought to establish a new, or reform
the old government.
SECT. 6. That the right in the people to participate in the Legislature, is the foundation of
liberty and of all free government, and for this end all elections ought to be free and frequent, and
every freeman, having sufficient evidence of a permanent common interest with, and attachment to
the community, hath a right of suffrage.
SECT. 7. That no power of suspending laws, or the execution of laws, ought to be exercised
unless by the Legislature.
SECT. 8. That for redress of grievances, and for amending and strengthening of the laws, the
Legislature ought to be frequently convened.
SECT. 9. That every man hath a right to petition the Legislature for the redress of grievances
in a peaceable and orderly manner.
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SECT. 10. That every member of society hath a right to be protected in the enjoyment of life,
liberty and property, and therefore is bound to contribute his proportion towards the expense of that
protection, and yield his personal service when necessary, or an equivalent thereto; but no part of
a man's property can be justly taken from him or applied to public uses without his own consent or
that of his legal Representatives: Nor can any man that is conscientiously scrupulous of bearing arms
in any case be justly compelled thereto if he will pay such equivalent.
SECT. 11. That retrospective laws, punishing offences committed before the existence of such
laws, are oppressive and unjust, and ought not to be made.
SECT. 12. That every freeman for every injury done him in his goods, lands or person, by any
other person, ought to have remedy by the course of the law of the land, and ought to have justice
and right for the injury done to him freely without sale, fully without any denial, and speedily
without delay, according to the law of the land.
SECT. 13. That trial by jury of facts where they arise is one of the greatest securities of the
lives, liberties and estates of the people.
SECT. 14. That in all prosecutions for criminal offences, every man hath a right to be informed
of the accusation against him, to be allowed counsel, to be confronted with the accusers or witnesses,
to examine evidence on oath in his favour, and to a speedy trial by an impartial jury, without whose
unanimous consent he ought not to be found guilty.
SECT. 15. That no man in the Courts of Common Law ought to be compelled to give evidence
against himself.
SECT. 16. That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel
or unusual punishments inflicted.
SECT. 17. That all warrants without oath to search suspected places, or to seize any person or
his property, are grievous and oppressive; and all general warrants to search suspected places, or to
apprehend all persons suspected, without naming or describing the place or any person in special,
are illegal and ought not to be granted.
SECT. 18. That a well regulated militia is the proper, natural and safe defence of a free
government.
SECT. 19. That standing armies are dangerous to liberty, and ought not to be raised or kept up
without the consent of the Legislature.
SECT. 20. That in all cases and at all times the military ought to be under strict subordination
to and governed by the civil power.
SECT. 21. That no soldier ought to be quartered in any house in time of peace without the
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consent of the owner; and in time of war in such manner only as the Legislature shall direct.
SECT. 22. That the independency and uprightness of judges are essential to the impartial
administration of justice, and a great security to the rights and liberties of the people.
SECT. 23. That the liberty of the press ought to be inviolably preserved.
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Constitution of Maryland
November 3, 1776
A Declaration of Rights, and the Constitution and Form of Government agreed to by the
Delegates of Maryland, in free and full Convention assembled.
A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, &C.
THE parliament of Great Britain, by a declaratory act, having assumed a right to make laws to
bind the Colonies in all cases whatsoever, and, in pursuance of such claim, endeavoured, by force
of arms, to subjugate the United Colonies to an unconditional submission to their will and power,
and having at length constrained them to declare themselves independent States, and to assume
government under the authority of the people; — Therefore we, the Delegates of Maryland, in free
and full Convention assembled, taking into our most serious consideration the best means of
establishing a good Constitution in this State, for the sure foundation and more permanent security
thereof, declare,
I. That all government of right originates from the people, is founded in compact only, and
instituted solely for the good of the whole.
II. That the people of this State ought to have the sole and exclusive right of regulating the
internal government and police thereof.
III. That the inhabitants of Maryland are entitled to the common law of England, and the trial
by jury, according to the course of that law, and to the benefit of such of the English statutes, as
existed at the time of their first emigration, and which, by experience, have been found applicable
to their local and other circumstances, and of such others as have been since made in England, or
Great Britain, and have been introduced, used and practised by the courts of law or equity; and also
to acts of assembly, in force on the first of June seventeen hundred and seventy-four, except such
as may have since expired, or have been or may be altered by acts of Convention, or this Declaration
of Rights — subject, nevertheless, to the revision of, and amendment or repeal by, the Legislature
of this State: and the inhabitants of Maryland are also entitled to all property, derived to them, from
or under the Charter, granted by his Majesty Charles I. to Caecilius Calvert, Baron of Baltimore.
IV. That all persons invested with the legislative or executive powers of government are the
trustees of the public, and, as such, accountable for their conduct; wherefore, whenever the ends of
government are perverted, and public liberty manifestly endangered, and all other means of redress
are ineffectual, the people may, and of right ought, to reform the old or establish a new government.
The doctrine of nonresistance, against arbitrary power and oppression, is absurd, slavish, and
destructive of the good and happiness of mankind.
V. That the right in the people to participate in the Legislature is the best security of liberty, and
the foundation of all free government; for this purpose elections ought to be free and frequent, and
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every man, having property in, a common interest with, and an attachment to the community, ought
to have a right of suffrage.
VI. That the legislative, executive and judicial powers of government, ought to be forever
separate and distinct from each other.
VII. That no power of suspending laws, or the execution of laws, unless by or derived from the
Legislature, ought to be exercised or allowed.
VIII. That freedom of speech and debates, or proceedings in the Legislature, ought not to be
impeached in any other court to judicature.
IX. That a place for the meeting of the Legislature ought to be fixed, the most convenient to the
members thereof, and to the depository of public records; and the Legislature ought not to be
convened or held at any other place, but from evident necessity.
X. That, for redress of grievances, and for amending, strengthening and preserving the laws, the
Legislature ought to be frequently convened.
XI. That every man hath a right to petition the Legislature, for the redress of grievances, in a
peaceable and orderly manner.
XII. That no aid, charge, tax, fee, or fees, ought to be set, rated, or levied, under any pretence,
without consent of the Legislature.
XIII. That the levying taxes by the poll is grievous and oppressive, and ought to be abolished;
that paupers ought not to be assessed for the support of government; but every other person in the
State ought to contribute his proportion of public taxes, for the support of government, according
to his actual worth, in real or personal property, within the State; yet fines, duties, or taxes, may
properly and justly be imposed or laid, with a political view, for the good government and benefit
of the community.
XIV. That sanguinary laws ought to be avoided, as far as is consistent with the safety of the
State: and no law, to inflict cruel and unusual pains and penalties, ought to be made in any case, or
at any time hereafter.
XV. That retrospective laws, punishing facts committed before the existence of such laws, and
by them only declared criminal, are oppressive, unjust, and incompatible with liberty; wherefore no
ex post facto law ought to be made.
XVI. That no law, to attaint particular persons of treason or felony, ought to be made in any
case, or at any time hereafter.
XVII. That every freeman, for any injury done him in his person or property, ought to have

EARLY U.S. STATE DOCUMENTS

Page 11

remedy, by the course of the law of the land and ought to have justice and right freely without sale,
fully without any denial, and speedily without delay, according to the law of the land.
XVIII. That the trial of facts where they arise, is one of the greatest securities of the lives,
liberties and estates of the people.
XIX. That, in all criminal prosecutions, every man hath a right to be informed of the accusation
against him; to have a copy of the indictment or charge in due time (if required ) to prepare for his
defence: to be allowed counsel: to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have process for
his witnesses; to examine the witnesses, for and against him, on oath; and to a speedy trial by an
impartial jury, without whose unanimous consent he ought not to be found guilty.
XX. That no man ought to be compelled to give evidence against himself, in a common court
of law, or in any other court, but in such cases as have been usually practised in this State or may
hereafter be directed by the Legislature.
XXI. That no freeman ought to be taken, or imprisoned, or disseized of his freehold, liberties,
or privileges, or outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner destroyed, or deprived of his life, liberty, or
property, but by the judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land.
XXII. That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel or
unusual punishments inflicted, by the courts of law.
XXIII. That all warrants, without oath or affirmation, to search suspected places, or to seize any
person or property, arc grievous and oppressive; and all general warrants - to search suspected
places, or to apprehend suspected persons, without naming or describing the place, or the person in
special -are illegal, and ought not to be granted.
XXIV. That there ought to be no forfeiture of any part of the estate of any person, for any crime
except murder, or treason against the State, and then only on conviction and attainder.
XXV. That a well-regulated militia is the proper and natural defence of a free government.
XXVI. That standing armies are dangerous to liberty, and ought not to be raised or kept up,
without consent of the Legislature.
XXVII. That in all cases, and at all times, the military ought to be under strict subordination to
and control of the civil power.
XXVIII. That no soldier ought to be quartered in any house, in time of peace, without the
consent of the owner; and in time of war, in such manner only, as the Legislature shall direct.
XXIX. That no person, except regular soldiers, mariners, and marines in the service of this
State, or militia when in actual service, ought in any case to be subject to or punishable by martial

EARLY U.S. STATE DOCUMENTS

Page 12

law.
XXX. That the independency and uprightness of Judges are essential to the impartial
administration of justice and a great security to the rights and liberties of the people; wherefore the
Chancellor and Judges ought to hold commissions during good behaviour; and the said Chancellor
and Judges shall be removed for misbehaviour, on conviction in a court of law, and may be removed
by the Governor, upon the address of the General Assembly; Provided, That two-thirds of all the
members of each House concur in such address. That salaries, liberal, but not profuse, ought to be
secured to the Chancellor and the Judges, during the continuance of their commissions, in such
manner, and at such times, as the Legislature shall hereafter direct, upon consideration of the
circumstances of this State. No Chancellor or Judge ought to hold any other office, civil or military,
or receive fees or perquisites of any kind.
XXXI. That a long continuance, in the first executive departments of power or trust, is
dangerous to liberty; a rotation, therefore, in those departments, is one of the best securities of
permanent freedom.
XXXII. That no person ought to hold, at the same time, more than one office of profit, nor ought
any person, in public trust, to receive any present from any foreign prince or state, or from the
United States, or any of them, without the approbation of this State.
XXXIII. That, as it is the duty of every man to worship God in such manner as he thinks most
acceptable to him; all persons, professing the Christian religion, are equally entitled to protection
in their religious liberty; wherefore no person ought by any law to be molested in his person or estate
on account of his religious persuasion or profession, or for his religious practice; unless, under
colour of religion, any man shall disturb the good order, peace or safety of the State, or shall infringe
the laws of morality, or injure others, in their natural, civil, or religious rights; nor ought any person
to be compelled to frequent or maintain, or contribute, unless on contract, to maintain any particular
place of worship, or any particular ministry; yet the Legislature may, in their discretion, lay a
general and equal tax, for the support of the Christian religion; leaving to each individual the power
of appointing the payment over of the money, collected from him, to the support of any particular
place of worship or minister, or for the benefit of the poor of his own denomination, or the poor in
general of any particular county: but the churches, chapels, glebes, and all other property now
belonging to the church of England, ought to remain to the church of England forever. And all acts
of Assembly, lately passed, for collecting monies for building or repairing particular churches or
chapels of ease, shall continue in force, and be executed, unless the Legislature shall, by act
supersede or repeal the same: but no county court shall assess any quantity of tobacco, or sum of
money, hereafter, on the application of any vestrymen or church-wardens; and every encumbent of
the church of England, who hath remained in his parish, and performed his duty, shall be entitled
to receive the provision and support established by the act, entitled "An act for the support of the
clergy of the church of England, in this Province," till the November court of this present year, to
be held for the county in which his parish shall lie, or partly lie, or for such time as he hath remained
in his parish, and performed his duty.
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XXXIV. That every gift, sale, or devise of lands, to any minister, public teacher, or preacher
of the gospel, as such, or to any religious sect, order or denomination, or to or for the support, use
or benefit of, or in trust for, any minister, public teacher, or preacher of the gospel, as such, or any
religious sect, order or denomination - and every gift or sale of goods, or chattels, to go in
succession, or to take place after the death of the seller or donor, or to or for such support, use or
benefit - and also every devise of goods or chattels to or for the support, use or benefit of any
minister, public teacher, or preacher of the gospel, as such, or any religious sect, order, or
denomination, without the leave of the Legislature, shall be void; except always any sale, gift, lease
or devise of any quantity of land, not exceeding two acres, for a church, meeting, or other house of
worship, and for a burying-ground, which shall be improved, enjoyed or used only for such purpose
- or such sale, gift, lease, or devise, shall be void.
XXXV. That no other test or qualification ought to be required, on admission to any office of
trust or profit, than such oath of support and fidelity to this State, and such oath of office, as shall
be directed by this Convention, or the Legislature of this State, and a declaration of a belief in the
Christian religion.
XXXVI. That the manner of administering an oath to any person, ought to be such, as those of
the religious persuasion, profession, or denomination, of which such person is one, generally esteem
the most effectual confirmation, by the attestation of the Divine Being. And that the people called
Quakers, those called Dunkers, and those called Menonists, holding it unlawful to take an oath on
any occasion, ought to be allowed to make their solemn affirmation, in the manner that Quakers have
been heretofore allowed to affirm; and to be of the same avail as an oath, in all such cases, as the
affirmation of Quakers hath been allowed and accepted within this State, instead of an oath. And
further, on such affirmation, warrants to search for stolen goods, or for the apprehension or
commitment of offenders, ought to be granted, or security for the peace awarded, and Quakers,
Dunkers or Menonists ought also, on their solemn affirmation as aforesaid, to be admitted as
witnesses, in all criminal cases not capital.
XXXVII. That the city of Annapolis ought to have all its rights, privileges and benefits,
agreeable to its Charter, and the acts of Assembly confirming and regulating the same, subject
nevertheless to such alteration as may be made by this Convention, or any future Legislature.
XXXVIII. That the liberty of the press ought to be inviolably preserved.
XXXIX. That monopolies are odious, contrary to the spirit of a free government, and the
principles of commerce; and ought not to be suffered.
XL. That no title of nobility, or hereditary honours, ought to be granted in this State.
XLI. That the subsisting resolves of this and the several Conventions held for this Colony, ought
to be in force as laws, unless altered by this Convention, or the Legislature of this State.
XLII. That this Declaration of Rights, or the Form of Government, to be established by this
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Convention, or any part or either of them, ought not to be altered, changed or abolished, by the
Legislature of this State, but in such manner as this Convention shall prescribe and direct.
This Declaration of Rights was assented to, and passed, in Convention of the Delegates of the
freemen of Maryland, begun and held at Annapolis, the 14th day of August, A.D. 1776.
By order of the Convention.
MAT. TILGHMAN, President.
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Constitution of North Carolina
December 14, 1776
A DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, &C.
I. That all political power is vested in and derived from the people only.
II. That the people of this State ought to have the sole and exclusive right of regulating the
internal government and police thereof.
III. That no man or set of men are entitled to exclusive or separate emoluments or privileges
from the community, but in consideration of public services.
IV. That the legislative, executive, and supreme judicial powers of government, ought to be
forever separate and distinct from each other.
V. That all powers of suspending laws, or the execution of laws, by any authority, without
consent of the Representatives of the people, is injurious to their rights, and ought not to be
exercised.
VI. That elections of members, to serve as Representatives in General Assembly, ought to be
free.
VII. That, in all criminal prosecutions, every man has a right to be informed of the accusation
against him, and to confront the accusers and witnesses with other testimony, and shall not be
compelled to give evidence against himself.
VIII. That no freeman shall be put to answer any criminal charge, but by indictment,
presentment, or impeachment.
IX. That no freeman shall be convicted of any crime, but by the unanimous verdict of a jury of
good and lawful men, in open court, as heretofore used.
X. That excessive bail should not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel or unusual
punishments inflicted.
XI. That general warrants - whereby an officer or messenger may be commanded to search
suspected places, without evidence of the fact committed, or to seize any person or persons, not
named, whose offences are not particularly described, and supported by evidence - are dangerous
to liberty, and ought not to be granted.
XII. That no freeman ought to be taken, imprisoned, or disseized of his freehold, liberties or
privileges, or outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner destroyed, or deprived of his life, liberty, or
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property, but by the law of the land.
XIII. That every freeman, restrained of his liberty, is entitled to a remedy, to inquire into the
lawfulness thereof, and to remove the same, if unlawful; and that such remedy ought not to be
denied or delayed.
XIV. That in all controversies at law, respecting property, the ancient mode of trial, by jury, is
one of the best securities of the rights of the people, and ought to remain sacred and inviolable.
XV. That the freedom of the press is one of the great bulwarks of liberty, and therefore ought
never to be restrained.
XVI. That the people of this State ought not to be taxed, or made subject to the payment of any
impost or duty, without the consent of themselves, or their Representatives in General Assembly,
freely given.
XVII. That the people have a right to bear arms, for the defence of the State; and, as standing
armies, in time of peace, are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept up; and that the military
should be kept under strict subordination to, and governed by, the civil power.
XVIII. That the people have a right to assemble together, to consult for their common good, to
instruct their Representatives, and to apply to the Legislature, for redress of grievances.
XIX. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Almighty God according to
the dictates of their own consciences.
XX. That, for redress of grievances, and for amending and strengthening the laws, elections
ought to be often held.
XXI. That a frequent recurrence to fundamental principles is absolutely necessary, to preserve
the blessings of liberty.
XXII. That no hereditary emoluments, privileges or honors ought to be granted or conferred in
this State.
XXIII. That perpetuities and monopolies are contrary to the genius of a free State, and ought
not to be allowed.
XXIV. That retrospective laws, punishing facts committed before the existence of such laws,
and by them only declared criminal, are oppressive, unjust, and incompatible with liberty; wherefore
no ex post facto law ought to be made.
XXV. The property of the soil, in a free government, being one of the essential rights of the
collective body of the people, it is necessary, in order to avoid future disputes, that the limits of the
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State should be ascertained with precision; and as the former temporary line between North and
South Carolina, was confirmed, and extended by Commissioners, appointed by the Legislatures of
the two States, agreeable to the order of the late King George the Second, in Council, that line, and
that only, should be esteemed the southern boundary of this State as follows: that is to say, beginning
on the sea side, at a cedar stake, at or near the mouth of Little River (being the southern extremity
of Brunswick county,) and running from thence a northwest course, through the boundary house,
which stands in thirty-three degrees fifty-six minutes, to thirty-five degrees north latitude; and from
thence a west course so far as is mentioned in the Charter of King Charles the Second, to the late
Proprietors of Carolina. Therefore all the territories, seas, waters, and harbours, with their
appurtenances, lying between the line above described, and the southern line of the State of Virginia,
which begins on the sea shore, in thirty-six degrees thirty minutes, north latitude, and from thence
runs west, agreeable to the said Charter of King Charles, are the right and property of the people of
this State, to be held by them in sovereignty; any partial line, without the consent of the Legislature
of this State, at any time thereafter directed, or laid out, in anywise notwithstanding: — Provided
always, That this Declaration of Rights shall not prejudice any nation or nations of Indians, from
enjoying such hunting-grounds as may have been, or hereafter shall be, secured to them by any
former or future Legislature of this State: — And provided also, That it shall not be construed so as
to prevent the establishment of one or more governments westward of this State, by consent of the
Legislature: — And provided further, That nothing herein contained shall affect the titles or
possessions of individuals holding or claiming, under the laws heretofore in force, or grants
heretofore made by the late King George the Second, or his predecessors, or the late lords
proprietors, or any of them.
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Constitution of Vermont
July 8, 1777
WHEREAS, all government ought to be instituted and supported, for the security and protection
of the community, as such, and to enable the individuals who compose it, to enjoy their natural
rights, and the other blessings which the Author of existence has bestowed upon man; and whenever
those great ends of government are not obtained, the people have a right, by common consent, to
change it, and take such measures as to them may appear necessary to promote their safety and
happiness.
And whereas, the inhabitants of this State have ( in consideration of protection only ) heretofore
acknowledged allegiance to the King of Great Britain, and the said King has not only withdrawn that
protection, but commenced, and still continues to carry on, with unabated vengeance, a most cruel
and unjust war against them; employing therein, not only the troops of Great Britain, but foreign
mercenaries, savages and slaves, for the avowed purpose of reducing them to a total and abject
submission to the despotic domination of the British parliament, with many other acts of tyranny,
(more fully set forth in the declaration of Congress) whereby all allegiance and fealty to the said
King and his successors, are dissolved and at an end; and all power and authority derived from him,
ceased in the American Colonies.
And whereas, the territory which now comprehends the State of Vermont, did antecedently, of
right, belong to the government of New-Hampshire; and the former Governor thereof, viz. his
Excellency Benning Wentworth, Esq., granted many charters of lands and corporations, within this
State, to the present inhabitants and others. And whereas, the late Lieutenant Governor Colden, of
New York, with others, did, in violation of the tenth command, covet those very lands; and by a false
representation made to the court of Great Britain, (in the year 1764, that for the convenience of trade
and administration of justice, the inhabitants were desirous of being annexed to that government,
obtained jurisdiction of those very identical lands ex-parte; which ever was, and is, disagreeable to
the inhabitants. And whereas, the legislature of New-York, ever have, and still continue to disown
the good people of this State, in their landed property, which will appear in the complaints hereafter
inserted, and in the 36th section of their present constitution, in which is established the grants of
land made by that government.
They have refused to make regrants of our lands to the original proprietors and occupants, unless
at the exorbitant rate of 2300 dollars fees for each township; and did enhance the quit-rent, three
fold, and demanded an immediate delivery of the title derived before, from New-Hampshire.
The judges of their supreme court have made a solemn declaration, that the charters,
conveyances, &c. of the lands included in the before described premises, were utterly null and void,
on which said title was founded: in consequence of which declaration, writs of possession have been
by them issued, and the sheriff of the county of Albany sent, at the head of six or seven hundred
men, to enforce the execution thereof.
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They have passed an act, annexing a penalty thereto, of thirty pounds fine and six months
imprisonment, on any person who should refuse assisting the sheriff, after being requested, for the
purpose of executing writs of possession.
The Governors, Dunmore, Tryon and Colden, have made re-grants of several tracts of land,
included in the premises, to certain favorite land jobbers in the government of New-York, in direct
violation of his Britannic majesty's express prohibition, in the year 1767.
They have issued proclamations, wherein they have offered large sums of money, for the purpose
of apprehending those very persons who have dared boldly, and publicly, to appear in defence of
their just rights.
They did pass twelve acts of outlawry, on the 9th day of March, A.D. 1774, impowering the
respective judges of their supreme court, to award execution of death against those inhabitants in
said district, that they should judge to be offenders, without trial.
They have, and still continue, an unjust claim to those lands, which greatly retards emigration
into, and the settlement of, this State.
They have hired foreign troops, emigrants from Scotland, at two different times, and armed
them, to drive us out of possession.
They have sent the savages on our frontiers, to distress us.
They have proceeded to erect the counties of Cumberland and Glocester, and establish courts
of justice there, after they were discountenanced by the authority of Great Britain.
The free convention of the State of New-York, at Harlem, in the year 1776, unanimously voted,
"That all quit-rents, formerly due to the King of Great Britain, are now due and owing to this
Convention, or such future government as shall be hereafter established in this State."
In the several stages of the aforesaid oppressions, we have petitioned his Britannic majesty, in
the most humble manner, for redress, and have, at very great expense, received several reports in
our favor; and, in other instances, wherein we have petitioned the late legislative authority of
New-York, those petitions have been treated with neglect.
And whereas, the local situation of this State, from New-York, at the extreme part, is upward of
four hundred and fifty miles from the seat of that government, which renders it extreme difficult to
continue under the jurisdiction of said State.
Therefore, it is absolutely necessary, for the welfare and safety of the inhabitants of this State,
that it should be, henceforth, a free and independent State; and that a just, permanent, and proper
form of government, should exist in it, derived from, and founded on, the authority of the people
only, agreeable to the direction of the honorable American Congress.
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We the representatives of the freemen of Vermont, in General Convention met, for the express
purpose of forming such a government, - confessing the goodness of the Great Governor of the
universe, (who alone, knows to what degree of earthly happiness, mankind may attain, by perfecting
the arts of government,) in permitting the people of this State, by common consent, and without
violence, deliberately to form for themselves, such just rules as they shall think best for governing
their future society; and being fully convinced that it is our indispensable duty, to establish such
original principles of government, as will best promote the general happiness of the people of this
State, and their posterity, and provide for future improvements, without partiality for, or prejudice
against, any particular class, sect, or denomination of men whatever, - do, by virtue of authority
vested in us, by our constituents ordain, declare, and establish, the following declaration of rights,
and frame of government, to be the CONSTITUTION of this COMMONWEALTH, and to remain
in force therein, forever, unaltered, except in such articles, as shall, hereafter, on experience, be
found to require improvement, and which shall, by the same authority of the people, fairly delegated,
as this frame of government directs, be amended or improved, for the more effectual obtaining and
securing the great end and design of all government, herein before mentioned.
CHAPTER I
A DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE INHABITANTS
OF THE STATE OF VERMONT
I. THAT all men are born equally free and independent, and have certain natural, inherent and
unalienable rights, amongst which are the enjoying and defending life and liberty; acquiring,
possessing and protecting property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety. Therefore,
no male person, born in this country, or brought from over sea, ought to be holden by law, to serve
any person, as a servant, slave or apprentice, after he arrives to the age of twenty-one years, nor
female, in like manner, after she arrives to the age of eighteen years, unless they are bound by their
own consent, after they arrive to such age, or bound by law, for the payment of debts, damages,
fines, costs, or the like
II. That private property ought to be subservient to public uses, when necessity requires it;
nevertheless, whenever any particular man's property is taken for the use of the public, the owner
ought to receive an equivalent in money.
III. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship ALMIGHTY GOD, according
to the dictates of their own consciences and understanding, regulated by the word of GOD; and that
no man ought, or of right can be compelled to attend any religious worship, or erect, or support any
place of worship, or maintain any minister, contrary to the dictates of his conscience; nor can any
man who professes the protestant religion, be justly deprived or abridged of any civil right, as a
citizen, on account of his religious sentiment, or peculiar mode of religious worship, and that no
authority can, or ought to be vested in, or assumed by, any power whatsoever, that shall, in any case,
interfere with, or in any manner controul, the rights of conscience, in the free exercise of religious
worship: nevertheless, every sect or denomination of people ought to observe the Sabbath, or the
Lord's day, and keep up, and support, some sort of religious worship, which to them shall seem most
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agreeable to the revealed will of GOD.
IV. That the people of this State have the sole, exclusive and inherent right of governing and
regulating the internal police of the same.
V. That all power being originally inherent in, and consequently, derived from, the people;
therefore, all officers of government, whether legislative or executive, are their trustees and servants,
and at all times accountable to them.
VI. That government is, or ought to be, instituted for the common benefit, protection, and
security of the people, nation or community; and not for the particular emolument or advantage of
any single man, family or set of men, who are a part only of that community; and that the community
hath an indubitable, unalienable and indefeasible right to reform, alter, or abolish, government, in
such manner as shall be, by that community, judged most conducive to the public weal.
VII. That those who are employed in the legislative and executive business of the State, may
be restrained from oppression, the people have a right, at such periods as they may think proper, to
reduce their public officers to a private station, and supply the vacancies by certain and regular
elections.
VIII. That all elections ought to be free; and that all freemen, having a sufficient, evident,
common interest with, and attachment to, the community, have a right to elect officers, or be elected
into office.
IX. That every member of society hath a right to be protected in the enjoyment of life, liberty
and property, and therefore, is bound to contribute his proportion towards the expense of that
protection, and yield his personal service, when necessary, or an equivalent thereto; but no part of
a man's property can be justly taken from him, or applied to public uses, without his own consent,
or that of his legal representatives; nor can any man who is conscientiously scrupulous of bearing
arms, be justly compelled thereto, if he will pay such equivalent; nor are the people bound by any
law, but such as they have, in like manner, assented to, for their common good.
X. That, in all prosecutions for criminal offences, a man hath a right to be heard, by himself and
his counsel - to demand the cause and nature of his accusation - to be confronted with the witnesses
-to call for evidence in his favor, and a speedy public trial, by an impartial jury of the country;
without the unanimous consent of which jury, he cannot be found guilty; nor can he be compelled
to give evidence against himself; nor can any man be justly deprived of his liberty, except by the
laws of the land or the judgment of his peers.
XI. That the people have a right to hold themselves, their houses, papers and possessions free
from search or seizure; and therefore warrants, without oaths or affirmations first made, affording
a sufficient foundation for them, and whereby any officer or messenger may be commanded or
required to search suspected places, or to seize any person or persons, his, her or their property, nor
particularly described, are contrary to that right, and ought not to be granted.
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XII. That no warrant or writ to attach the person or estate, of any freeholder within this State,
shall be issued in civil action, without the person or persons, who may request such warrant or
attachment, first make oath, or affirm, before the authority who may be requested to issue the same,
that he, or they, are in danger of losing his, her or their debts.
XIII. That, in controversies respecting property, and in suits between man and man, the parties
have a right to a trial by jury; which ought to be held sacred.
XIV. That the people have a right to freedom of speech, and of writing and publishing their
sentiments; therefore, the freedom of the press ought not be restrained.
XV. That the people have a right to bear arms for the defence of themselves and the State; and,
as standing armies, in the time of peace, are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept up; and
that the military should be kept under strict subordination to, and governed by, the civil power.
XVI. That frequent recurrence to fundamental principles, and a firm adherence to justice,
moderation, temperance, industry and frugality, are absolutely necessary to preserve the blessings
of liberty, and keep government free. The people ought, therefore, to pay particular attention to
these points, in the choice of officers and representatives, and have a right to exact a due and
constant regard to them, from their legislators and magistrates, in the making and executing such
laws as are necessary for the good government of the State.
XVII. That all people have a natural and inherent right to emigrate from one State to another,
that will receive them; or to form a new State in vacant countries, or in such countries as they can
purchase, whenever they think that thereby they can promote their own happiness.
XVIII. That the people have a right to assemble together, to consult for their common good to instruct their representatives, and to apply to the legislature for redress of grievances, by address,
petition or remonstrance.
XIX. That no person shall be liable to be transported out of this State for trial, for any offence
committed within this State.
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Constitution of Massachusetts
October 25, 1780
PREAMBLE
The end of the institution, maintenance, and administration of government, is to secure the
existence of the body politic, to protect it, and to furnish the individuals who compose it with the
power of enjoying in safety and tranquillity their natural rights, and the blessings of life: and
whenever these great objects are not obtained, the people have a right to alter the government, and
to take measures necessary for their safety, prosperity, and happiness.
The body politic is formed by a voluntary association of individuals: it is a social compact, by
which the whole people covenants with each citizen, and each citizen with the whole people, that
all shall be governed by certain laws for the common good. It is the duty of the people, therefore,
in framing a constitution of government, to provide for an equitable mode of making laws, as well
as for an impartial interpretation and a faithful execution of them; that every man may, at all times,
find, his security in them.
We, therefore, the people of Massachusetts, acknowledging, with grateful hearts, the goodness
of the great Legislator of the universe, in affording us, in the course of His providence, an
opportunity, deliberately and peaceably, without fraud, violence, or surprise; of entering into an
original, explicit, and solemn compact with each other; and of forming a new constitution of civil
government, for ourselves and posterity, and devoutly imploring His direction in so interesting a
design, do agree upon, ordain, and establish, the following Declaration of Rights, and Frame of
Government, as the CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.
PART THE FIRST
A DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF THE INHABITANTS
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
ARTICLE I. All men are born free and equal, and have certain natural, essential, and
unalienable rights; among which may be reckoned the right of enjoying and defending their lives
and liberties; that of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property; in fine, that of seeking and
obtaining their safety and happiness.
II. It is the right as well as the duty of all men in society, publicly, and at stated seasons, to
worship the SUPREME BEING, the great Creator and Preserver of the universe. And no subject
shall be hurt, molested, or restrained, in his person, liberty, or estate, for worshipping GOD in the
manner and season most agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience; or for his religious
profession of sentiments; provided he doth not disturb the public peace, or obstruct others in their
religious worship.
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III. As the happiness of a people, and the good order and preservation of civil government,
essentially depend upon piety, religion, and morality; and as these cannot be generally diffused
through a community but by the institution of the public worship of GOD, and of public instructions
in piety, religion, and morality: Therefore, to promote their happiness, and to secure the good order
and preservation of their government, the people of this commonwealth have a right to invest their
legislature with power to authorize and require, and the legislature shall, from time to time, authorize
and require, the several towns, parishes, precincts, and other bodies politic, or religious societies,
to make suitable provision, at their own expense, for the institution of the public worship of GOD,
and for the support and maintenance of public Protestant teachers of piety, religion, and morality,
in all cases where such provision shall not be made voluntarily.
And the people of this commonwealth have also a right to, and do, invest their legislature with
authority to enjoin upon all the subjects an attendance upon the instructions of the public teachers
aforesaid, at stated times and seasons, if there be any on whose instructions they can conscientiously
and conveniently attend.
Provided, notwithstanding, that the several towns, parishes, precincts, and other bodies politic,
or religious societies, shall, at all times, have the exclusive right of electing their public teachers,
and of contracting with them for their support and maintenance.
And all moneys paid by the subject to the support of public worship, and of the public teachers
aforesaid, shall, if he require it, be uniformly applied to the support of the public teacher or teachers
of his own religious sect or denomination, provided there be any on whose instructions he attends;
otherwise it may be paid towards the support of the teacher or teachers of the parish or precinct in
which the said moneys are raised.
And every denomination of Christians, demeaning themselves peaceably, and as good subjects
of the commonwealth, shall be equally under the protection of the law: and no subordination of any
one sect or denomination to another shall ever be established by law.
IV. The people of this commonwealth have the sole and exclusive right of governing
themselves, as a free, sovereign, and independent state; and do, and forever hereafter shall, exercise
and enjoy every power, jurisdiction, and right, which is not, or may not hereafter be, by them
expressly delegated to the United States of America, in Congress assembled.
V. All power residing originally in the people, and being derived from them, the several
magistrates and officers of government, vested with authority, whether legislative, executive, or
judicial, are their substitutes and agents, and are at all times accountable to them.
VI. No man, nor corporation, or association of men, have any other title to obtain advantages,
or particular and exclusive privileges, distinct from those of the community, than what arises from
the consideration of services rendered to the public; and this title being in nature neither hereditary,
nor transmissible to children, or descendants, or relations by blood, the idea of a man born a
magistrate, lawgiver, or judge, is absurd and unnatural.
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VII. Government is instituted for the common good; for the protection, safety, prosperity, and
happiness of the people; and not for the profit, honor, or private interest of any one man, family, or
class of men: Therefore the people alone have an incontestible unalienable, and indefeasible right
to institute government; and to reform, alter, or totally change the same, when their protection,
safety, prosperity, and happiness require it.
VIII. In order to prevent those who are vested with authority from becoming oppressors, the
people have a right, at such periods and in such manner as they shall establish by their frame of
government, to cause their public officers to return to private life; and to fill up vacant places by
certain and regular elections and appointments.
IX. All elections ought to be free; and all the inhabitants of this commonwealth, having such
qualifications as they shall establish by their frame of government, have an equal right to elect
officers, and to be elected, for public employments.
X. Each individual of the society has a right to be protected by it in the enjoyment of his life,
liberty, and property, according to standing laws. He is obliged, consequently, to contribute his
share to the expense of this protection; to give his personal service, or an equivalent, when
necessary: but no part of the property of any individual can, with justice, be taken from him, or
applied to public uses, without his own consent, or that of the representative body of the people. In
fine, the people of this commonwealth are not controllable by any other laws than those to which
their constitutional representative body have given their consent. And whenever the public
exigencies require that the property of any individual should be appropriated to public uses, he shall
receive a reasonable compensation therefor.
XI. Every subject of the commonwealth ought to find a certain remedy, by having recourse to
the laws, for all injuries or wrongs which he may receive in his person, property, or character. He
ought to obtain right and justice freely, and without being obliged to purchase it; completely, and
without any denial; promptly, and without delay; conformably to the laws.
XII. No subject shall be held to answer for any crimes or offence, until the same is fully and
plainly, substantially, and formally, described to him; or be compelled to accuse, or furnish evidence
against himself. And every subject shall have a right to produce all proofs that may be favorable
to him; to meet the witnesses against him face to face, and to be fully heard in his defence by
himself, or his counsel, at his election. And no subject shall be arrested, imprisoned, despoiled, or
deprived of his property, immunities, or privileges, put out of the protection of the law, exiled, or
deprived of his life, liberty, or estate, but by the judgment of his peers, or the law of the land.
And the legislature shall not make any law that shall subject any person to a capital or infamous
punishment, excepting for the government of the army and navy, without trial by jury.
XIII. In criminal prosecutions, the verification of facts, in the vicinity where they happen, is one
of the greatest securities of the life, liberty, and property of the citizen.
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XIV. Every subject has a right to be secure from all unreasonable searches, and seizures, of his
person, his houses, his papers, and all his possessions. All warrants, therefore, are contrary to this
right, if the cause or foundation of them be not previously supported by oath or affirmation, and if
the order in the warrant to a civil officer, to make search in suspected places, or to arrest one or more
suspected persons, or to seize their property, be not accompanied with a special designation of the
persons or objects of search, arrest, or seizure; and no warrant ought to be issued but in cases, and
with the formalities prescribed by the laws.
XV. In all controversies concerning property, and in all suits between two or more persons,
except in cases in which it has heretofore been otherways used and practised, the parties have a right
to a trial by jury; and this method of procedure shall be held sacred, unless, in causes arising on the
high seas, and such as relate to mariners' wages, the legislature shall hereafter find it necessary to
alter it.
XVI. The liberty of the press is essential to the security of freedom in a state it ought not,
therefore, to be restricted in this commonwealth.
XVII. The people have a right to keep and to bear arms for the common defence. And as, in
time of peace, armies are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be maintained without the consent
of the legislature; and the military power shall always be held in an exact subordination to the civil
authority, and be governed by it.
XVIII. A frequent recurrence to the fundamental principles of the constitution, and a constant
adherence to those of piety, justice, moderation, temperance, industry, and frugality, are absolutely
necessary to preserve the advantages of liberty, and to maintain a free government. The people
ought, consequently, to have a particular attention to all those principles, in the choice of their
officers and representatives: and they have a right to require of their lawgivers and magistrates an
exact and constant observance of them, in the formation and execution of the laws necessary for the
good administration of the commonwealth.
XIX. The people have a right, in an orderly and peaceable manner, to assemble to consult upon
the common good; give instructions to their representatives, and to request of the legislative body,
by the way of addresses, petitions, or remonstrances, redress of the wrongs done them, and of the
grievances they suffer.
XX. The power of suspending the laws, or the execution of the laws, ought never to be exercised
but by the legislature, or by authority derived from it, to be exercised in such particular cases only
as the legislature shall expressly provide for.
XXI. The freedom of deliberation, speech, and debate, in either house of the legislature, is so
essential to the rights of the people, that it cannot be the foundation of any accusation or prosecution,
action or complaint, in any other court or place whatsoever.
XXII. The legislature ought frequently to assemble for the redress of grievances, for correcting,
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strengthening, and confirming the laws, and for making new laws, as the common good may require.
XXIII. No subsidy, charge, tax, impost, or duties ought to be established, fixed, laid, or levied,
under any pretext whatsoever, without the consent of the people or their representatives in the
legislature.
XXIV. Laws made to punish for actions done before the existence of such laws, and which have
not been declared crimes by preceding laws, are unjust, oppressive, and inconsistent with the
fundamental principles of a free government.
XXV. No subject ought, in any case, or in any time, to be declared guilty of treason or felony
by the legislature.
XXVI. No magistrate or court of law shall demand excessive bail or sureties, impose excessive
fines, or inflict cruel or unusual punishments.
XXVII. In time of peace, no soldier ought to be quartered in any house without the consent of
the owner; and in time of war, such quarters ought not to be made but by the civil magistrate, in a
manner ordained by the legislature.
XXVIII. No person can in any case be subject to law-martial, or to any penalties or pains, by
virtue of that law, except those employed in the army or navy, and except the militia in actual
service, but by authority of the legislature.
XXIX. It is essential to the preservation of the rights of every individual, his life, liberty,
property, and character, that there be an impartial interpretation of the laws, and administration of
justice. It is the right of every citizen to be tried by judges as free, impartial, and independent as the
lot of humanity will admit. It is, therefore, not only the best policy, but for the security of the rights
of the people, and of every citizen, that the judges of the supreme judicial court should hold their
offices as long as they behave themselves well; and that they should have honorable salaries
ascertained and established by standing laws.
XXX. In the government of this commonwealth, the legislative department shall never exercise
the executive and judicial powers, or either of them: the executive shall never exercise the legislative
and judicial powers, or either of them: the judicial shall never exercise the legislative and executive
powers, or either of them: to the end it may be a government of laws and not of men.
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Constitution of New Hampshire
June 2, 1784
PART I. - THE BILL OF RIGHTS
ARTICLE I
All men are born equally free and independent; therefore, all government of right originates from
the people, is founded in consent, and instituted for the general good.
II. All men have certain natural, essential, and inherent rights, among which are — the enjoying
and defending life and liberty — acquiring, possessing and protecting property — and in a word,
of seeking and obtaining happiness.
III. When men enter into a state of society, they surrender up some of their natural rights to that
society, in order in insure the protection of others; and, without such an equivalent, the surrender
is void.
IV. Among the natural rights, some are in their very nature unalienable, because no equivalent
can be given or received for them. Of this kind are the RIGHTS OF CONSCIENCE.
V. Every individual has a natural and unalienable right to worship GOD according to the
dictates of his own conscience, and reason; and no subject shall be hurt, molested, or restrained in
his person, liberty or estate for worshipping GOD, in the manner and season most agreeable to the
dictates of his own conscience, or for his religious profession, sentiments or persuasion; provided
he doth not disturb the public peace, or disturb others, in their religious worship.
VI. As morality and piety, rightly grounded on evangelical principles, will give the best and
greatest security to government, and will lay in the hearts of men the strongest obligations to due
subjection; and as the knowledge of these, is most likely to be propagated through a society by the
institution of the public worship of the DEITY, and of public instruction in morality and religion;
therefore, to promote those important purposes, the people of this state have a right to impower, and
do hereby fully impower the legislature to authorize from time to time, the several towns, parishes,
bodies corporate, or religious societies within this state, to make adequate provision at their own
expence, for the support and maintenance of public protestant teachers of piety, religion and
morality:
Provided notwithstanding, That the several towns, parishes, bodies-corporate, or religious
societies, shall at all times have the exclusive right of electing their own public teachers, and of
contracting with them for their support and maintenance. And no portion of any one particular
religious sect or denomination, shall ever be compelled to pay towards the support of the teacher or
teachers of another persuasion, sect or denomination.
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And every denomination of christians demeaning themselves quietly, and as good subjects of
the state, shall be equally under the protection of the law: and no subordination of any one sect or
denomination to another, shall ever be established by law.
And nothing herein shall be understood to affect any former contracts made for the support of
the ministry; but all such contracts shall remain, and be in the same state as if this constitution had
not been made.
VII. The people of this state, have the sole and exclusive right of governing themselves as a free,
sovereign, and independent state, and do, and forever hereafter shall, exercise and enjoy every
power, jurisdiction and right pertaining thereto, which is not, or may not hereafter be by them
expressly delegated to the United States of America in Congress assembled.
VIII. All power residing originally in, and being derived from the people, all the magistrates and
officers of government, are their substitutes and agents, and at all times accountable to them.
IX. No office or place whatsoever in government, shall be hereditary — the abilities and
integrity requisite in all, not being transmissible to posterity or relations.
X. Government being instituted for the common benefit, protection, and security of the whole
community, and not for the private interest or emolument of any one man, family or class of men;
therefore, whenever the ends of government are perverted, and public liberty manifestly endangered,
and all other means of redress are ineffectual, the people may, and of right ought, to reform the old,
or establish a new government. The doctrine of non-resistance against arbitrary power, and
oppression, is absurd, slavish, and destructive of the good and happiness of mankind.
XI. All elections ought to be free, and every inhabitant of the state having the proper
qualifications, has equal right to elect, and be elected into office.
XII. Every member of the community has a right to be protected by it in the enjoyment of his
life, liberty and property; he is therefore bound to contribute his share in the expence of such
protection, and to yield his personal service when necessary, or an equivalent. But no part of a
man's property shall be taken from him, or applied to public uses, without his own consent, or that
of the representative body of the people. Nor are the inhabitants of this state controllable by any
other laws than those to which they or their representative body have given their consent.
XIII. No person who is conscientiously scrupulous about the lawfulness of bearing arms, shall
be compelled thereto, provided he will pay an equivalent.
XIV. Every subject of this state is entitled to a certain remedy, by having recourse to the laws,
for all injuries he may receive in his person, property or character, to obtain right and justice freely,
without being obliged to purchase it; completely, and without any denial; promptly, and without
delay, conformably to the laws.
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XV. No subject shall be held to answer for any crime, or offence, until the same is fully and
plainly, substantially and formally, described to him; or be compelled to accuse or furnish evidence
against himself. And every subject shall have a right to produce all proofs that may be favorable
to himself; to meet the witnesses against him face to face, and to be fully heard in his defence by
himself, and counsel. And no subject shall be arrested, imprisoned, despoiled, or deprived of his
property, immunities, or privileges, put out of the protection of the law, exiled or deprived of his life,
liberty, or estate, but by the judgment of his peers or the law of the land.
XVI. No subject shall be liable to be tried, after an acquittal, for the same crime or offence. —
Nor shall the legislature make any law that shall subject any person to a capital punishment,
excepting for the government of the army and navy, and the militia in actual service, without trial
by jury.
XVII. In criminal prosecutions, the trial of facts in the vicinity where they happen, is so
essential to the security of the life, liberty and estate of the citizen, that no crime or offence ought
to be tried in any other county than that in which it is committed; except in cases of general
insurrection in any particular county, when it shall appear to the Judges of the Superior Court, that
an impartial trial cannot be had in the county where the offence may be committed, and upon their
report, the assembly shall think proper to direct the trial in the nearest county in which an impartial
trial can be obtained.
XVIII. All penalties ought to be proportioned to the nature of the offence. No wise legislature
will affix the same punishment to the crimes of theft, forgery and the like, which they do to those
of murder and treason; where the same undistinguishing severity is exerted against all offences; the
people are led to forget the real distinction in the crimes themselves, and to commit the most flagrant
with as little compunction as they do those of the lightest dye: For the same reason a multitude of
sanguinary laws is both impolitic and unjust. The true design of all punishments being to reform,
not to exterminate, mankind.
XIX. Every subject hath a right to be secure from all unreasonable searches and seizures of his
person, his houses, his papers, and all his possessions. All warrants, therefore, are contrary to this
right, if the cause or foundation of them be not previously supported by oath, or affirmation; and if
the order in the warrant to a civil officer, to make search in suspected places, or to arrest one or more
suspected persons, or to seize their property, be not accompanied with a special designation of the
persons or objects of search, arrest, or seizure; and no warrant ought to be issued but in cases, and
with the formalities prescribed by the laws.
XX. In all controversies concerning property, and in all suits between two or more persons,
except in cases in which it has been heretofore otherwise used and practiced, the parties have a right
to a trial by jury; and this method of procedure shall be held sacred, unless in causes arising on the
high seas, and such as relate to mariners wages, the legislature shall think it necessary hereafter to
alter it.
XXI. In order to reap the fullest advantage of the inestimable privilege of the trial by jury, great
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care ought to be taken that none but qualified persons should be appointed to serve; and such ought
to be fully compensated for their travel, time and attendance.
XXII. The Liberty of the Press is essential to the security of freedom in a state; it ought,
therefore, to be inviolably preserved.
XXIII. Retrospective laws are highly injurious, oppressive and unjust. No such laws, therefore,
should be made, either for the decision of civil causes, or the punishment of offences.
XXIV. A well regulated militia is the proper, natural, and sure defence of a state.
XXV. Standing armies are dangerous to liberty, and ought not to be raised or kept up without
the consent of the legislature.
XXVI. In all cases, and at all times, the military ought to be under strict subordination to, and
governed by the civil power.
XXVII. No soldier in time of peace, shall be quartered in any house without the consent of the
owner; and in time of war, such quarters ought not to be made but by the civil magistrate, in a
manner ordained by the legislature.
XXVIII. No subsidy, charge, tax, impost or duty shall be established, fixed, laid, or levied,
under any pretext whatsoever, without the consent of the people or their representatives in the
legislature, or authority derived from that body.
XXIX. The power of suspending the laws, or the execution of them, ought never to be exercised
but by the legislature, or by authority derived therefrom, to be exercised in such particular cases only
as the legislature shall expressly provide for.
XXX. The freedom of deliberation, speech, and debate, in either house of the legislature, is so
essential to the rights of the people, that it cannot be the foundation of any action, complaint, or
prosecution, in any other court or place whatsoever.
XXXI. The legislature ought frequently to assemble for the redress of grievances, for correcting,
strengthening and confirming the laws, and for making new ones, as the common good may require.
XXXII. The people have a right in an orderly and peaceable manner, to assemble and consult
upon the common good, give instructions to their representatives; and to request of the legislative
body, by way of petition or remonstrance, redress of the wrongs done them, and of the grievances
they suffer.
XXXIII. No magistrate or court of law shall demand excessive bail or sureties, impose excessive
fines, or inflict cruel or unusual punishments.
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XXXIV. No person can in any case be subjected to law martial, or to any pains, or penalties,
by virtue of that law, except those employed in the army or navy, and except the militia in actual
service, but by authority of the legislature.
XXXV. It is essential to the preservation of the rights of every individual, his life, liberty,
property and character, that there be an impartial interpretation of the laws, and administration of
justice. It is the right of every citizen to be tried by judges as impartial as the lot of humanity will
admit. It is therefore not only the best policy, but for the security of the rights of the people, that the
judges of the supreme (or superior) judicial court should hold their offices so long as they behave
well; and that they should have honorable salaries, ascertained and established by standing laws.
XXXVI. Economy being a most essential virtue in all states, especially in a young one; no
pension shall be granted, but in consideration of actual services, and such pensions ought to be
granted with great caution, by the legislature, and never for more than one year at a time.
XXXVII. In the government of this state, the three essential powers thereof, to wit, the
legislative, executive and judicial, ought to be kept as separate from and independent of each other,
as the nature of a free government will admit, or as is consistent with that chain of connection that
binds the whole fabric of the constitution in one indissoluble bond of union and amity.
XXXVIII. A frequent recurrence to the fundamental principles of the Constitution, and a
constant adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, industry, frugality, and all the social virtues,
are indispensably necessary to preserve the blessings of liberty and good government; the people
ought, therefore, to have a particular regard to all those principles in the choice of their officers and
representatives: and they have a right to require of their law-givers and magistrates, an exact and
constant observance of them in the formation and execution of the laws necessary for the good
administration of government.

